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The School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Subcommittee works to support young 
people – especially those most at-risk of 
interaction with incarceration – by  
examining the causes and effects of 
expulsion from school; social, emotional, 
and educational resources available to 
young people impacted by incarceration, 
poverty, and trauma; and the mechanisms 
of the criminal legal system.  We share our 
stories, contemplate scholarship relevant 
to school to prison pipeline issues, and 
engage with activists working to interrupt 

the school to prison pipeline, with the 
ultimate goal of offering therapeutic 
solutions to the problems of mass 
incarceration and hate. We hope to 
connect with educators, communities, law 
enforcement, the judicial system, art, 
academia, and activism, in the shared 
vision of a society that supports the 
flourishing, rather than incarceration, of 
our children.   

We see from the experiences of our 
committee members that many of us 
would have made different choices if we 
had been exposed to different 
opportunities and expectations. The goal 
of the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Subcommittee is to reach out to young 
people and encourage them that they can 
be more. Every single young person is 
important and worthy of a full, limitless 
life. We want to make sure that they hear 
this message before their options 
disappear.  

Our subcommittee is part of the REACH 
Coalition for “reciprocal education and 
committee healing.” In the spirit of 
reciprocal education, we share our stories 
with you, and invite you to share your 
stories with us, so we can learn from each 
other, and heal together as a community, 
inside and outside ourselves, and inside 
and outside the prison system.  

Stories from our Committee Members:  

 
Harold Wayne Nichols 
 
The School-to-Prison Pipeline means to 
me an opportunity to prevent some kid 
from destroying his/her life and perhaps 
the lives of others. It is also a way for me 
to give back to my community for the 
harms I have caused.  
 
Our children are growing up in a world 
that is becoming increasingly difficult to 
grow up in. Gangs, drugs, violence, 
poverty, and abuse are more prevalent in 
today’s society than ever before. It is up to 
us as a community to help our children 
overcome these difficult times and if we 
do not then they are destined to end up in 
prison. No not every child that grows up 
in difficult situations is going to end up in 
prison, some thankfully do break free 
from these bonds but there are many who 
do not and they certainly can not do it 
alone. It is for these reasons that I work 
with this subcommittee.  
 
I think that by explaining where I have 
been and by showing these youths what 
mistakes I have made then maybe I can 
prevent them from following in my 
footsteps. 
 



As I said, it is up to us as a community to 
help these children, but it takes each of us 
as individuals doing our part to make it 
work. 
 
The School-to-Prison Pipeline 
Subcommittee can not do it alone. We 
need you! Connect with us and together 
we can make it work and if we can save 
even one child from ending up in prison 
then I am willing to do what that takes. 
 
Will you help? 
 
John Michael Bane 
 
I just joined the School-to-Prison Pipeline 
subcommittee  to help, and maybe 
prevent, some kid from messing up his or 
her life. I encourage young people today 
to make good decisions, to think before 
they act. Don’t let anyone pressure you 
into doing something that you don’t want 
to do.  
 
All it takes is one second to destroy your 
whole life. The things you do, in your life, 
will affect everyone who cares about you.  
 
So think!  
 
Please, I encourage you to take advantage 
of all opportunities to do what is best for 
you.  

Your life matters, make it mean 
something. Don’t grow old and look back 
on so many regrets.  

Kennath Artez Henderson 

I wish to see each of our youth be 
successful and to experience 
unconditional love, peace, joy, and 
goodness. I envision a “school-to-career” 
for them. They have so much to offer the 
world and all they need are the 
opportunities and support. We should 
listen to our youth and try to understand 
them. 

 
I encourage each of our youth to be 
comfortably in their own skin, always be 
true to themselves, avoid peer pressure, 
and avoid approval from others. As they 
love themselves (first), it will be easier for 
them to give and receive genuine love 
to/from others. In the words of my 
loving Mother to me (and now I say to the 
youth): “Stay humble. Love yourself. Hug 
yourself. Always believe you can better 
yourself in an intelligent way. Always 
believe you can become or do beautiful 
things to make life complete for yourself.”  
 
Elizabeth Lanphier 
I routinely learn from the wisdom, 
experience, and teaching of my friends 

and colleagues on death row how to take 
responsibility for your life and your 
actions. Yet I also learn from their stories 
how interconnected our lives and actions 
are with the opportunities and resources 
either available to or foreclosed from us.  
 
I am a moral philosopher and ethicist, and 
the stories I learn from the insiders on 
death row are stories of loss, 
abandonment, trauma, neglect, racism, 
social exclusion – that is to say, they are 
all-too-common American stories.  
 
We need to hear the stories of our 
community, in order to help support our 
kids write different stories for themselves, 
their futures, their children, their 
community. Yes, we need to take 
responsibility for our lives. But we can’t 
do it alone, and we shouldn’t have to.  
 

Contacts inside the prison: 
Harold Wayne Nichols 

R.M.S.I. Unit 2 
7475 Cockrill Bend Boulevard 

Nashville, TN 37209-1048 
 

John Michael Bane 
R.M.S.I. Unit 2 

7475 Cockrill Bend Boulevard 
Nashville, TN 37209-1048 

 
Contact outside the prison: 
reachcoalition.tn@gmail.com 

Please consider reaching out directly to the inside prison as a 
first point of contact. Thank you!  


